3b. Contradictory Promises: Primary Source Analysis





Source A
Sykes-Picot Agreement, 1916
An agreement between Britain and France to divide the territories of the Ottoman Empire between them after the war, with Britain getting Palestine-Israel
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Source B 
Hussein-McMahon Correspondence, 1916
The British Government promised the Arabs that if they revolted against the Ottoman Empire, Britain would recognise an independent Arab state after the war










































Source C
Balfour Declaration, November 1917 promised the British Government’s support for a ‘national home’ for the Jews in Palestine-Israel
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October 24 1015

L Subject to the above modifications Great Britain is
prepared to recognize and suppart the independence o the
Arabs 1n all the regions within the limits demanded by the
Shertt of Mecca.

2. Great Britain will guarantee the Haly Places against all
external aggression and will recognise their invidability.

3 When the situstion admits, Great Britain will give to the
Arabs her advice and will assist them to establish what
may appear to be the most suitable forns of government in
those vartous territortes.

I an convinced that this declaration will assure you beyond
all presibtle doubt o the sympathy of Great Britain
tomards the aspirations of her friends the Arabs and will
result in a firn and lasting alllance, the immediate results
of which Wl be the expulsion o the Turks from the Arab
countries and the freeing o the Arab peoples from the
Turkish yake, Which for so many years has pressed heavily
upon them.
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Doas Lord Romscnila,
1 heva meh slotoure 1n comvey1ng o yau, on
beralt o His alesty's Cowrreant, We followsg
doc1aration of cympetay with Josich Zieniot sapirevions
rich s Yo suMaLied <o, end spsroves U, the Cabinat
His Nagestys Goterrsent view with fover the
estanlsonment 1n Palestive of & savioml s for e
Jomieh people. ara w1 use their best. endossenrs to
Sactitate the acniovament of Wie Oblect. 1 being
Closcly undorstoss et noizg spall be done which
ey pragution the civil ead roligtous Tigits of
existing nen-doich comunyt4es 1n palestine, ox e
Fights and politicel stawe enjoyss by Jews 1o wy
oor country
© snoula be gratefad 11 you weuld bring o
duelasauion to the knomledge of the Zioniet Petsration.
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